joint administrators to carry on the executive work and issue all orders,
subject to the control of the Regency Council; These two persons jointly
occupied the position held by the great minister until His Highness attained
his age to succeed to the masnad.

When His Highness attained his majority and was formally installed
on the musnad of his ancestors by His Excellency Lord Ripon, then Viceroy
and Governor General of India, on the 5th February 1884, Mir Liak Ali Khan,
a young man of 20 years of age who held the post of joint administrator
during the Regency Council, was appointed Dewan under the title of
Salar Jung II.

NAWAB SALAR JUNG II 1884 to 1887

To place at the right hand of a sovereign of eighteen, a prime
minister of twenty would seem at first sight an unpermissible violation of all
accepted canons of statecraft, and would admit of the unfavourable cons-
Auction that the British Government, having a minor to deal with, placed
nearest to his throne an official, whose age and experience was no wit greater,
with a view to maintain its own influence and forcing its own projects into
completion, but the Government of India, on the other hand, seeing there
were obvious advantages in appointing to the post the son of the man who
for many years filled it with such conspicuous ability, used several weighty
objections against the appointment of any of the rival candidates for the
post, and consequently in grateful recognition of the eminent services of his
illustrious father Nawab Salar II was made Dewan. This was a natural and
becoming tribute to the memory of the great minister and was a acceptable
to all classes of people as it involved no break in continuity in the policy of
the great minister.

Nawab Salar Jung II was a very intelligent and well educated man of
magnificent physique. His form was robust, his face healthy and
open ; a keen sportsman and splendid shot and good billiard and lawn
tennis player. If the young minister had trodden in the footsteps of his
father and listened to the counsels of Sir Oliver St. John and other well-
wishers of the State everything would have gone on well. Though a
man of great abilities and sound education yet being rather young and
inexperienced to take his father's place, he could not avoid tension between
himself and his sovereign brought about by court intrigues. His own
indiscretions added to it and the issue became so strong that he was
obliged to resign his post
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